
H.S. 
2 0 2 2

London (UK), 12-14 June 2019 
Edited by Isabelle BERTRAND, Emma DURHAM, 

Jenny HALL, Jackie KEILY and Matthew G. KNIGHT

Hoarding and deposition in Europe 
from later prehistory to the 

medieval period – finds in context

Bulletin du Groupe de travail européen sur l’artisanat et les  
productions manufacturées de l’Antiquité à l’époque moderne

instrumentum 



From cover illustrations: 

Ribbed bracelet from near Wakefield (UK) – © West Yorkshire Archaeology Advisory Service, 
reproduced under Creative Commons (see Wilkinson, Farley, p. 8); 

Head of a wooden panther from Rezé (FR) – © SRA/DRAC des Pays de la Loire (see Bertrand, p. 50); 

Axe-head from the river Thames, London area (UK) – © Museum of London (see Clark, p. 72). 

 
 
Back cover illustrations: 

Badlesmere I plate hoard in situ (UK) – © Kent Archaeological Society and Canterbury Archaeological 
Trust (see Adams, p. 90); 

Drawings from the articles pages 99, 39, 51, 81 and 74.



instrumentum 
Bulletin du Groupe de travail européen sur l’artisanat et les productions manufacturées de l’Antiquité à l’époque moderne

H.S. 2022 
Hoarding and deposition in Europe from later prehistory 

to the medieval period – finds in context

1

Introduction 
Isabelle BERTRAND,Emma DURHAM, 

Jenny HALL, Jackie KEILY 
and Matthew G. KNIGHT 

 
 
New discoveries: casting fresh 
light on depositional practices 
 
The ‘Brookfield’ hoard from near 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire 

Rachel WILKINSON and Julia FARLEY 
 
 
A ‘group picture’ of metalwork hoards 
from Roman Dacia 

Dorottya NYULAS 
 
 
Metal objects discovered in Trédarzec 
(Brittany, France) 

Françoise LABAUNE-JEAN, 
Françoise LE BOULANGER 

and Stéphane JEAN 
 
 
Ritual deposits and hoards in Valle 
Sabbia (Brescia, Italy) in the Late Iron 
Age and Romanisation period 

Marco BAIONI and Elisa ZENTILINI

Deposition in wet contexts 
 
Wooden domestic artefacts in context 
of wells from Ratiatum (Rezé, Loire-
Atlantique, France) and western Gaul 

Isabelle BERTRAND 

with Martial MONTEIL, Jimmy MOUCHARD 
and Nima SAEDLOU 

 
 
Hoarding in wells? A Roman deposit at 
the Haute-Vieille-Tour square, Rouen 
(Normandy, France) 

Malina ROBERT 
 
 
The sword in the stream: finds 
of medieval weaponry from 
the River Thames in the London area 

John CLARK 
 
 
Deliberate disposition, waste disposal 
or dropped? – Developing a new 
understanding of Durham’s urban past 

Gary BANKHEAD and Chris CAPLE

Contents

3 

5 

15 

29 

36

43 

57 

69 

77



2

Hoarding and deposition: 
process, meaning and practice 
 
Messy, mixed and many: Late Bronze 
Age hoards in south-eastern England 

Sophia ADAMS 
 
 
Accumulations over time. Recognising 
time-depth in Bronze Age and Iron Age 
metalwork hoards in Britain 

Matthew G. KNIGHT 
 
 
Late Iron Age silver hoards from Dacia 

Mariana EGRI and Aurel RUSTOIU 
 
 
Hoards and/or deposits from the early 
Roman town on the Magdalensberg in 
Noricum (Austria) 

Kordula GOSTENČNIK 

Genre et identité culturelle : un dépôt 
secondaire de crémation avec dépôt 
de mobilier à La Chapelle-Saint-Mesmin, 
Les Chesnats (Loiret, F) au IXe siècle / 
Who are you? A deposit in a 
Carolingian cremation in La Chapelle-
Saint-Mesmin, Les Chesnats (Loiret, F). 
Gender and cultural identity 

Amélie BERTHON and Vanessa BRUNET 

with Estelle BIDAULT, Étienne JAFFROT, 
Fabien LOUBIGNAC, Sabrina SAVE 

and Gaëlle-Anne VERLIAC 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Lost properties 

Richard BRADLEY

85 

95 

107 

123

139 

151



he papers in this volume were presented at the 
conference Hoarding and deposition in Europe from later prehistory 
to the medieval period – finds in context. The conference was 
held at King’s College, The Strand, London from 12-14 June 
2019. It was a joint venture between instrumentum (the 
Europe-wide finds group), the Later Prehistoric Finds Group, 
the Roman Finds Group and the Finds Research Group. Not 
only was this the first time that an instrumentum meeting 
was held in the UK, but it was the first joint meeting for all 
three British finds groups. It was also an opportunity to meet 
many of our European colleagues in person for the first time. 

We had 127 participants from all over Britain, as well as 
France, Italy, the Netherlands,  Austria, Romania and the Czech 
Republic. Over the three days, 32 papers were presented 
and of these 13 are published here, with a post-conference 
conclusion by Richard Bradley. The combination of papers 
ranging from the later prehistoric to medieval periods and 
from a wide range of geographic areas led to stimulating 
discussions both within the lecture hall and during the breaks. 
We also had posters on display from British and French 
participants, the majority of them by PhD students, and many 
participants commented on how much they enjoyed talking 
to the students about their work. 

The conference was very much a joint effort with many 
different organisations contributing. It would not have been 
possible to hold the conference in London without the help 
of John Pearce and Alessandra Esposito of King’s College 
London who made all the arrangements at the College and 
ensured the smooth running of the event. Jenny Hall and 
Jackie Keily worked with the Museum of London to provide 
two free excursions – a curator-led tour of the Secret Rivers 
exhibition at the Museum of London Docklands and a walking 
tour of London sites (including the Roman walls, fort, amphi -
theatre and mithraeum) led by MoL staff. With the help of the 
Roman Society we were able to pay expenses for all speakers 
who were not funded through their place of work. We were 

also able to fund a number of PhD students from the continent 
who would not have been able to attend without this help. 

 
Structure of the volume 

 
These proceedings capture the breadth of research presented 

and we are delighted to include contributions from students/ 
early career researchers through to those well-established in 
their respective fields. Hoarding and deposition is a dynamic 
field of study and encompasses a complex range of practices. 
As such, a key advantage of approaching this topic from a 
broader geographic and chronological scope is that key themes 
across time and space can be observed and the impact of new 
discoveries can be set in their wider contexts. For this reason, 
the volume has been split into three sections:  

– New discoveries: casting fresh light on depositional prac -
tices; 
– Deposition in wet contexts; 
– Hoarding and deposition: process, meaning and practice. 

Each section includes examples of case studies from different 
periods across Europe, which we hope illustrates similarities 
and differences that emerged. The volume concludes with an 
invited contribution from Richard Bradley who succinctly 
highlights the long-term nature of depositional practices, which 
stretch even beyond the scope of these proceedings.  

Research into hoarding and deposition has long captured 
the imagination of archaeologists and a key aim of the confe -
rence was to demonstrate the vibrant state of this topic and 
the new directions it is going in. While editing the contributions 
it became clear that our understanding continues to widen and 
change with every new approach taken, much like deposition 
itself. 

 
Isabelle BERTRAND, Emma DURHAM, 

Jenny HALL, Jackie KEILY and Matthew G. KNIGHT
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Abstract 
 

The paper analyses the practice of burying structured 
assemblages consisting of silver jewellery and costume 
accessories, which are frequently accompanied by silver 
coins and sometimes also by bronze or silver drinking-
related vessels, in Late Iron Age Dacia. Their composition 
and functional structure, as well as their contexts of 
discovery, suggest that the assemblages were more likely 
symbolic burials which almost always contained only 
the material markers of the social status and function 
of certain women belonging to the local elites. Through 
this practice these ‘mistresses of the sacred’ remained 
symbolically present in the local collective memory, 
perhaps as a mnemonic means of consecrating a certain 
location, or to confirm the legitimacy of the community 
or of the ruler, or to claim certain lands or boundaries 
as ancestral and protected by supernatural powers. 

 

Keywords 

Late Iron Age Dacia, silver hoards, bodily ornaments, 
metal drinking-related vessels, late Republican denarii, 
symbolic burials, ideology materialization 

 

Résumé 
 

Cet article analyse la pratique consistant à enfouir en 
Dacie, au cours de la fin de l’âge du Fer,  des ensembles 
de bijoux en argent et des accessoires du vêtement, 
fréquemment accompagnés de monnaies en argent et, 
parfois également, de vaisselle à boire en bronze ou en 
argent. Leur composition et leur structure fonctionnelle, 
comme leur contexte de découverte, suggèrent que ces 
assemblages étaient vraisemblablement des sépultures 
symboliques qui contenaient presque toujours les 
marqueurs matériels du statut et de la fonction de 
certaines femmes appartenant à l’élite locale. Avec cette 
pratique, ces “gardiennes du sacré” demeuraient symbo -

liquement présentes au sein de la mémoire collective, 
peut-être comme un moyen mnémonique de consacrer 
un lieu, ou de confirmer la légitimité de la communauté 
ou du chef, ou pour proclamer certains territoires ou 
frontières comme ancestraux et protégés par des 
puissances surnaturelles. 

 

Mots-clés 

Âge du Fer final en Dacie, dépôts d’argenterie, 
parures, vaisselle liée à la boisson, deniers de la fin de 
la République, sépultures symboliques, matérialisation 
d’une idéologie 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 

he practice of burying structured assemblages 
consisting of silver jewellery and costume accessories, 
which are frequently accompanied by a variable number 
of silver coins and sometimes also by bronze or silver 
drinking-related vessels, is a particularity of the so-called 
‘Dacian horizon’ of the Late Iron Age in Transylvania and 
to the south of the Carpathians (1). These assemblages 
were usually interred in isolated places, away from any 
settlement or burial ground, though not too far from 
a centre of power. More often than not, the metal 
artefacts were intentionally damaged before burial by 
cutting, smashing, and/or folding them. In some cases, a 
ceramic or metal vessel was used as the container, but 
the use of other kinds of packaging, made of organic 
materials, cannot be excluded. With only two exceptions, 
no osteological remains have been identified. These 
assemblages are known in Romanian archaeological 
literature as ‘Dacian silver hoards’, even if bronze vessels 
or other artefacts of foreign origin were also included, 
and the ethnic or social identity of those who owned 
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or interred them has been automatically assumed based 
on the location of the finds (fig. 1) (2). 

Different interpretations have been proposed for 
these assemblages through time, although a couple of 
distinct approaches that only take into consideration 
certain components persist. Many studies mainly focus 
on their chronology due to the frequent presence of 
Hellenistic and/or Roman silver coins and metal vessels 
of Mediterranean origin. The first systematic analysis was 
performed by K. Horedt, who divided this phenomenon 
into three distinct chronological horizons which were 
based on the typological evolution of certain categories 
of locally-made jewellery and their association with the 
respective foreign coins (Horedt 1973). His chronology 
and other subsequent attempts to modify it are discussed 
below. Several hoards have also been interpreted as 
indicators of the commercial exchanges established 
by some of the indigenous communities with the 
Mediterranean world, again due to the presence of 
foreign artefacts (e.g. Glodariu 1976, 27-37, table 3; for 
a critique of this stereotypical interpretative model, see 
Egri 2014a, 172-75). Other means through which these 
artefacts could have arrived in the region, including 
mercenary activity, stipends and diplomatic gift exchanges, 
only recently have been taken into consideration (Egri 
2014a; 2014b).  

On the other hand, the functional structure of these 
assemblages and their meanings, and the depositional 
practice itself, were only briefly discussed; in many cases 
these were rather stereotypically assumed to be ritual 
offerings to some unidentified supernatural beings (e.g. 
Glodariu, Moga 1994; Florea, Pupeză 2008, 291-92). 
More recently, a possible funerary character was also 
suggested, though based on different interpretative 
models (Medeleţ 1993, 19-20; 1994, 200-1, 219-20; 
Babeş 2001, 749-50; Zirra 2017, 184; for a thorough 
contextual analysis of this hypothesis, see Egri, Rustoiu 
2014). Lastly, one hypothesis, which still largely holds, 
connects the depositing of a hoard to one or another 
of the indigenous chieftains whose centre of power was 
closest to the place of discovery (e.g. the Sâncrăieni 
hoard: Crişan 2000, 69, 142-43, pls. 119-122; see also 
Florea 2004, 519; Spânu 2012, 133-34), despite the lack 
of relevant archaeological evidence. This is particularly 
the case of the hoards containing metal vessels – their 
presence was almost always equated with the supposed 
weapons-bearing, alcohol-drinking male identity. 

However, a careful analysis of all the components of 
these hoards and their contexts of discovery points to 
a series of circumstances regarding their assembly, use 
and deposition. These particularities suggest that they 
are not just heterogeneous accumulations of valuable 
items, either buried for safe keeping or as offerings to an 
unknown supernatural being, but structured assemblages 
which were meant to define a particular identity construct 
and its role and perception within the local society. 

 

Chronology 
 

As mentioned above, Horedt first analysed these hoards 
systematically more than four decades ago, identifying 
three distinct chronological horizons based on the typo -

logical evolution of certain categories of locally-made 
jewellery and their association with Hellenistic and/or 
Roman silver coins (fig. 2). Within this model, the first 
horizon corresponds to the Central European La Tène 
D1 (c. 125-75 BC), the second one to the La Tène D2 
(c. 75-25 BC), and the third horizon to the Augustan 
and early Tiberian period (c. 25 BC - AD 25) (Horedt 
1973, 151) (3). Nowadays, in spite of some recent attempts 
to divide these hoards into just two chronological 
horizons, each corresponding to a distinct La Tène D2 
sub-phase (4), the chronology proposed by Horedt many 
years ago remains largely valid. From this point of view, 
several key features are important for understanding 
the manner in which the practice of depositing silver 
hoards evolved through time. 

The great majority of these hoards contain silver 
artefacts belonging to only one female costume (fig. 3). 
The few exceptions include the Sărăcsău and Tilișca 2 
hoards which contain two costume assemblages each; 
due to the size of the annular ornaments, one costume 
more likely belonged to an adult and the second to a child 
(fig. 4). From the functional perspective, these assemblages 
consist of ornaments for the head (earrings or hair 
spirals), neck (neck-rings or chains with pendants), limbs 
(bracelets and/or anklets) and body (belts and brooches) 
(fig. 2). Their fairly standardized functional structure and 
the fact that they were meant to be used by a single 
person, being then buried together at the same time, 
indicate that the assemblages were not simple accumu -
lations of different valuables (5), but were meant to fulfil 
certain practical and symbolic functions which must have 
remained largely unchanged through time. 

The typological analysis indicates that some of the 
components, like the brooches, bracelets and anklets, 
went through several stylistic transformations over 
time, while others had seen little change, so the latter 
could be less relevant for dating. This is the case of the 
Mediterranean type chains, the hair spirals, and the 
neck-rings, which have not been included in the present 
typo-chronological table (fig. 3). The same typological 
analysis also indicates that the rhythm of change from 
one type to another was different in the case of each 
category of ornaments, some types being adopted faster 
than others. As a consequence, some costume sets 
included both slightly old-fashioned elements and others 
of a newer type. These gradual changes (also noted in 
Zirra, Spânu 1992, though without further comments 
regarding its meanings) can be best compared in the 
annexed typo-chronological table. Some of these 
differences could be a result of the variable degrees of 
connectivity, including access to skilled craftsmanship, 
from one region or community to another, though others 
could simply stem from individualized stylistic preferences, 
including perhaps a certain degree of conservatism in 
what pertains to the female bodily ornamentation.  

Lastly, another key feature that has chronological 
relevance is the frequent inclusion of certain types of 
Hellenistic or Roman coins, and/or silver or bronze 
vessels originating from the Mediterranean area, which 
were dated to the late Republican period. 

On the basis of these observations, the hoards 
containing silver jewellery can be divided into three typo-
chronological groups or horizons (fig. 3). 
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Fig. 1 – List of Late Iron Age silver hoards.
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Fig. 2 – Typical sets of bodily ornaments from horizons 1, 2 and 3. 1. Cojocna; 2. Cadea (both after Fettich 1953); 3. Șeica Mică (after Floca 1956).

321

Fig. 3 – Chronology of 
the silver hoards from 
Late Iron Age Dacia.



The first group is defined by the presence of brooches 
with knobs of the middle La Tène type (fig. 2, no. 1). 
These are sometimes associated with late La Tène-type 
brooches having a bilateral spring, a plain or decorated 
bow and a rectangular, non-perforated catchplate. The 
phalera-type brooches with anthropomorphic decoration 
from the Herăstrău hoard and the phalerae from the 
Lupu hoard (fig. 7, nos 1-3) can be included in the same 
group. Regarding the annular ornaments, the hoards in 
the first group contain either twisted wire bracelets or 
simple massive bangles (the two types are never found 
together in the same assemblage). Sometimes they are 
associated with large silver spirals which could have been 
worn either on the upper arm or on the leg below the 
knee (for the latter possibility, see Medeleț 1993). Wire 
bracelets (or anklets?) having the ends twisted around 
each other already appeared during this horizon, though 
they became more popular during the following horizons. 

There was also a marked preference for certain types 
of composite belts. Regarding the metal vessels, the 
hoards in this group sometimes contain Hellenistic silver 
cups of the mastos type and kantharoi, as well as some 
types of late Republican bronze vessels, for example 
situlae and beakers of the Gallarate type. Lastly, some 
hoards also contain Hellenistic coins: tetradrachms of 
Thasos, or drachms of the Illyrian colonies at Dyrrachium 
and Apollonia. In only one case, the latter issues are 
associated with Republican denarii, the latest dated coin 
being from 75 BC. 

The Sărăcsău hoard, which contains two costume 
assemblages, one belonging to an adult and the second 
to a child (fig. 4, no. 1; Medeleț 1994, 217), with contents 
specific to the first horizon, includes one brooch with 
a rhombic plate on the bow, part of the child costume, 
which is specific to the second horizon. This particularity 
seems to suggest that the hoard was interred slightly later 
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Fig. 4 – The 
Sărăcsău (1) 
and Tilișca 2 (2) 
hoards (Photos: 
1: I.V. Ferencz; 
2: A. Rustoiu).
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than other hoards from the same group, thus marking 
a transitional phase towards the second horizon in the 
evolution of this phenomenon. 

The second group of hoards is defined by the presence 
of brooches having a rhombic plate (‘shield’) on the 
bow (fig. 2, no. 2). The brooches with a plate decorated 
with anthropomorphic motifs, found in the Bălănești 
and Coada Malului hoards, can be included in the same 
group due to their morphological similarity. They are 
associated with spiral ornaments (hair spirals and large 
bracelets) having the ends decorated with punched 
palmettes and zoomorphic protomes, wire bracelets 
(or anklets?) having the ends twisted around each other, 
and earrings. The late La Tène-type brooches and the 
twisted wire bracelets continued to also be used in 
some cases. Some hoards of this group contain late 
Republican denarii with a latest issuing date of c. 40 BC. 

The hoards belonging to the third horizon sometimes 
still include brooches having a rhombic plate on the 
bow, though the group is primarily defined by the 
presence of spoon-shaped brooches (fig. 2, no. 3). These 

assemblages also include spiral ornaments having the 
ends decorated with punched motifs, and bracelets (or 
anklets?) having the ends twisted around each other. 
Among them, the Vedea hoard contains a silver beaker 
of the Gallarate type, which seems to have remained in 
use for a longer period. Some of the hoards also contain 
silver coins usually dated to the second half of the 
1st century BC and the Augustan period.  

The Remetea Mare hoard (fig. 5) stands out among 
these discoveries due to the presence of some earlier 
dated artefacts, like the silver bangles specific to the 
first group and the Thasos tetradrachms. At the same 
time, the hoard contains a series of later dated brooches, 
which do not appear in other contemporaneous 
assemblages. Most specialists, including Horedt (1973, 
133, fig. A2b-c) and Spânu (2012, 45-46, Type 2.1.1), 
ascribed these brooches to the late La Tène type which 
is sometimes encountered in hoards belonging to the 
first and second groups. However, they belong to other 
types, including the brooches with a large bilateral spring 
and the chord attached to the bow, which have been 
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Fig. 5 – The Remetea 
Mare hoard  
(after Fettich 1953).
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found in settlements from pre-Roman Dacia in contexts 
mainly dated to the 1st century AD (Rustoiu 1997a, 43-
44, Type 10), or the unusual brooch having two knobs on 
the bow, which probably imitates similar brooches of 
the Norican-Pannonian type made of bronze (Garbsch 
1965, Type A 236a-c), dated to the 1st century AD.  Aside 
from that, the Remetea Mare hoard has an unusual 
functional structure, pointing to a slightly different style 
of bodily ornamentation that reflects perhaps the manner 
in which this phenomenon has evolved at the periphery 
of the area controlled by the Dacian kingdom in the 
first half of the 1st century AD. 

Regarding the absolute chronology, a series of artefacts 
belonging to these hoards offer some relevant data for 
each of the aforementioned groups. Thus the middle 
La Tène-type brooches with knobs (fig. 2, no. 1), which 
are specific to the first group of hoards, represent the 
later regional ‘interpretation’ of the iron or bronze 
brooches having large spheres on their foot, which are 
dated to the La Tène C1-C2 (see, for example, Dizdar 
2009, 295-97, pls. 4-5) in the eastern ‘Celtic’ area of 
the Carpathian Basin (Rustoiu 1997b, 152-53, fig. 2). 
A similar origin could be presumed for the silver or 
bronze brooches of the Jarak type, which are specific to 
the hoards and funerary inventories from the Scordiscian 
area in modern Serbia (Božič 1981, 320, 328, pl. 4/43; 
Guštin 1984, pl. 50.1); these are contemporaneous with 
the aforementioned brooches with knobs from pre-
Roman Dacia. The Jarak-type brooches are dated to the 
La Tène D1 (corres ponding to the so-called Beograd 3 
horizon; Božič 1981; 2008, 145-46; Guštin 1984). Similar 
brooches have been found in a hoard hidden under the 
floor of a house belonging to the first level of habitation 
at Židovar (north-eastern Serbia), being dated to the 
first half of the 1st century BC (Jevtić et al. 2006; Rustoiu 
et al. 2017, fig. 13). On the other hand, the radiocarbon 
dating of some charcoal fragments recovered from the 
funerary pyre of a tumulus burial located near the 
Dacian fortress at Cugir, which contained a panoply of 
weapons and a ceremonial chariot specific to the 
La Tène D1, as well as a bronze situla of the Eggers 20 
type, indicates a date range between 195/95 BC and 
160/50 BC (Teleagă 2014). Likewise, the presence of 
Hellenistic coins and rarely of the late Republican ones, 
as well as that of the metal vessels of Mediterranean 
origin, provide supple mentary arguments for the dating 
of the first group of hoards to the 150/125-75/50 BC 
(see the absolute dating of the Central European 
La Tène D1 in Rieckhoff 1995 and Rustoiu 1996). 

The second group of hoards is characterized by the 
presence of the brooches having a rhombic plate on 
the bow (fig. 2, no. 2). The type originates from the 
Orlea-Maglavit-type brooches which were specific to 
the area occupied by the so-called Padea-Panagjurski 
Kolonii group, being dated to the La Tène D1; a date at 
the end of the 2nd century and the first half of the 
1st century BC has also been suggested (Popović 1991; 
Rustoiu 1997a, 37-38; Zirra 2017, 62).  Accordingly, the 
brooches with a rhombic plate have to be dated later, 
to the La Tène D2; Rustoiu (1997a, 44-46) and Zirra 
(2017, 70) dated them to the end of the 1st century 
BC. The same group of hoards also contains silver spiral 
ornaments (bracelets and hair spirals) having the ends 
decorated with punched palmettes and zoomorphic 
protomes. Similar ornaments made of gold have recently 

been discovered in the Grădiștea de Munte area 
(Hunedoara County), in south-western Transylvania, 
the location of the Dacian kingdom’s seat of power 
mentioned in ancient literature as Ζαρµισεγεθουσα 
τò βασίλειον (Ptolemy, Geogr. 8.11.4; see also Spânu 
2012, 167-78; Rustoiu 2016, 73-81). The archaeological 
site at Grădiștea de Munte cannot be dated earlier than 
the middle or the second half of the 1st century BC 
(Glodariu 1995, 124-30; Rustoiu 2016, 76).  At the same 
time, one spiral ring has been found in a context belonging 
to the second level of habitation of the aforementioned 
settlement at Židovar, dated to the 50 BC-AD 10/25 
(Rustoiu et al. 2017, fig. 13). Some of the hoards also 
contain late Republican denarii that are dated not later 
than just before the Augustan period. Accordingly, the 
hoards belonging to the second group could be dated 
to the La Tène D2, corresponding to the 75/50-30/25 
BC. It should be noted that the period during which 
these hoards were interred was significantly shorter 
than that of the first group’s hoards. This pattern could 
also explain, at least partially, the smaller number of 
discoveries. 

The third group of hoards still contains brooches with 
a rhombic plate on the bow, though the spoon-shaped 
ones are also included (fig. 2, no. 3). The latter brooches 
represent the local ‘interpretation’ of the brooches having 
the spring protected by a concave cover (schüsselfibeln) 
which are encountered in Central Europe and northern 
Italy. Unlike the western examples, the brooches from 
pre-Roman Dacia were made of two separate elements: 
the body, and the spring with the pin, which were then 
soldered together. The spoon-shaped brooches appeared 
at the end of the 1st century BC and became popular 
in some areas of pre-Roman Dacia until the middle of 
the 1st century AD (see a wider discussion in Rustoiu 
1997a, 48-50).  At Židovar, such artefacts are associated 
with Jezerine-type brooches, while at Liubcova (Caraș-
Severin County), on the left bank of the Danube’s Iron 
Gates, the spoon-shaped brooches are present in 
the first phase of the settlement which ended at the 
beginning of the 1st century AD (Rustoiu et al. 2017, 
fig. 13). Lastly, a fragmentary brooch of the same type 
was found in grave 9 from the cemetery at Belgrade-
Karaburma, which was dated to the second half of the 
1st century AD (Egri 2016, 346, fig. 1). Regarding the 
end date of the third group of hoards, an important clue 
is provided by the absence of the strongly profiled 
brooches of Roman origin, which arrived in pre-Roman 
Dacia in large numbers only after the organization and 
consolidation of the province of Moesia, mainly in the 
second half of the 1st century AD (Rustoiu 1997a, 52-
53). Lastly, these hoards sometimes include late 
Republican and early Imperial denarii.  As a consequence, 
the third group of hoards could be dated to the 
Augustan-Tiberian period, corresponding to 30/25 BC-
AD 25/30. 

Summarising the above observations, the chronology 
of the three groups of hoards containing silver jewellery 
from pre-Roman Dacia covers the following periods: 

– First group: La Tène D1, 150/125-75/50 BC;  
– Second group: La Tène D2, 75/50-30/25 BC; 
– Third group: the Augustan-Tiberian period, 30/25 BC-
AD 25/30. 
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Functional structure and meanings 
 

From the functional point of view, the hoards consist 
of objects belonging to only a few categories: silver 
jewellery and costume accessories, sometimes accom -
panied by metal drinking-related vessels, and silver coins. 
In some cases, the cut and folded metal objects were 
stashed in a ceramic handmade jar, and in one case a 
wheel-made kantharos was used.  As previously men -
tioned, each hoard contains a single set of bodily 
ornaments, with the exception of two hoards from 
southern Transylvania – Sărăcsău and Tilişca 2 – which 
contain two identical sets, one for an adult and another 
for a child (fig. 4). The composition and functional 
structure of these sets indicate that the owners were 
more likely women. Though the structure points to a 
particular style of bodily ornamentation, the typological 
evolution of certain components illustrates various 
trends that appeared in the female costume at par tic -
ular moments in time. The identity of the owners and 
the manner in which these ornaments were worn are 
also attested by a few iconographic representations. 
The most striking can be seen on three of the silver 
phalerae belonging to the Lupu hoard (fig. 7, nos 1-3 
and 8, no. 1), on which female characters wearing large 
brooches with knobs are depicted (Spânu 1996; the 
characters have initially been identified as supernatural 
beings, see Glodariu, Moga 1994). Similar, though more 
schematic, images are also encountered on some ceramic 
relief-decorated hemis pherical cups from Popeşti and 
Zimnicea in southern Romania (fig. 7, nos 4-5; Spânu 
2006, pl. 3, 8; 2013; for their origin, see Egri 2018, 57-
58) and Sexaginta Prista in northern Bulgaria (fig. 7, 
no. 6; Varbanov 2012, 71, no. 28, figs 1.1-2, 4.4), and on 
two bronze belt buckles from Popeşti (fig. 7, no. 7; Babeş 
1983; Rustoiu 1996, fig. 81.5) and Poiana (Rustoiu 1996, 

fig. 80.4). Though very little is known about Late Iron 
Age religion or mythology in Dacia, it has been presumed 
that these characters could illustrate different local 
mythological episodes (e.g. Sîrbu, Florea 1997, 86-87, 97-
98; Spânu 2006; 2013). However, the female characters 
could also be identified as ‘mistresses of the sacred’ 
performing various rituals, including libations in which 
various types of vessels were sometimes used. In several 
scenes, these characters are also accompanied by fully 
armed male riders. 

It is also worth noting that during the first and second 
horizons none of the types of ornaments included in 
these hoards were made of more common metals like 
bronze or iron. Furthermore, they are rarely discovered 
in settlements, for example a set of brooches, a neck-
ring and a chain have been found together with half- 
finished items and silver ingots in a jeweller’s workshop 
from the settlement at Tăşad in Transylvania (fig. 6; 
Chidioşan 1977; Toma 2013). Thus it might be presumed 
that their use was restricted to a certain social group 
within the local communities, quite small and having a 
particular status, and for whom they probably served 
as identity markers.  

The presence of metal drinking-related vessels is also 
attested especially in hoards belonging to the first horizon 
(fig. 3). The most common form is the so-called mastos, 
a hemispherical or conical cup usually made of silver. 
Bronze beakers and situlae and silver kantharoi are also 
encountered. None of these forms is of local origin and 
many vessels were produced either in the Mediterranean 
world or in the Greek-speaking environment from the 
Balkans (see Egri, Rustoiu 2014). This is the case of some 
of the cups and kantharoi from the Sâncrăieni hoard 
(fig. 8, no. 2), or of the beakers from the hoards found 
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Fig. 6 – The jeweller’s workshop from the settlement at Tăşad. On the plan: 1. hearth; 2. charcoal; 3. stone; 4. finished and half-finished objects made 
of silver (after Chidioşan 1977).

1

3

4

5

2

6



M. Egri, A. Rustoiu Late Iron Age silver hoards from Dacia 115

Fig. 7 – 1-3. Phalerae from the Lupu hoard (after Spânu 2012); 4 and 7. Ceramic relief-decorated hemispherical cups and bronze belt buckle from 
Popești (after Sîrbu 2006); 5. Ceramic relief-decorated hemispherical cup from Zimnicea (after Spânu 2012); 6. Ceramic cup from Sexaginta Prista 
cast in the same mould as the cup from Zimnicea (after Varbanov 2012).
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at Lupu (fig. 8, no. 1) and Vedea. On the other hand, 
some other vessels, like a few of the kantharoi from 
Sâncrăieni, were locally produced, either imitating 
Mediterranean forms or combining different features 
originating from the same region to obtain a hybrid form. 
Usually, only one or two vessels were included, either 
a single cup, or a cup and a beaker or situla. Still, some 
hoards contain several vessels: 15 at Sâncrăieni in eastern 
Transylvania, 10 at Bohot and Sindel, and 8 at Jakimovo, 
all in northern Bulgaria. Among them, the Sâncrăieni 
hoard stands out due to the unusual multiplication of 
the regular pair of vessels.    

As in the case of the sets of bodily ornaments, 
some iconographic representations seem to indicate the 
manner in which these vessels were used. For example, 
one female character depicted on a silver phalera from 
the Lupu hoard, wearing the aforementioned brooches 
with knobs, holds one kantharos or amphora in the left 
hand (fig. 7, no. 2; Glodariu, Moga 1994, figs 9 and 20; 
Spânu 2002). Another kantharos is depicted on the 
tondo of a cup from the Jakimovo hoard (Milcev 1973; 
Marazov 1979; Spânu 2012, pl. 191.2), while on the 
aforementioned ceramic relief-decorated hemispherical 
cups found in different sites from the lower Danube basin 
the female characters hold drinking horns and paterae 
or cups in their hands (fig. 7, nos 4-6). 

Hemispherical or conical cups, beakers, kantharoi and 
situlae made of bronze or silver are also attested during 
this period mainly in fortresses and large trading and 
manufacturing centres outside, but mostly inside, the 
Carpathians range, while a single Eggers 20-type bronze 
situla is known from a funerary context, tumulus 2 at 
Cugir, in south-western Transylvania (fig. 9; Rustoiu 2005; 
Egri 2014c, 56-58; 2019, 186-88, fig. 87, tab. 3; Mustaţă, 
Ferencz 2016; Căsălean 2019, 356-58). Bronze ladles 
and casseroles, silver strainers and more rarely bronze 
basins of Mediterranean origin, which are all missing from 
the hoards, have also been found in similar contexts. This 
could indicate that metal vessels having various origins 
were assembled and used according to different purposes 
which were all specific to the local environment. In 
nearly all cases, the functional structure of these sets is 
different from that of other assemblages of the same 
period identified in the Balkans (Marazov 2000, 229- 
60), Greece (Vössing 2004; Craven 2007, 7-31), northern 
Italy (Piana Agostinetti, Priuli 1985; Bolla 1991; Piana 

Agostinetti 1998) or the Scordiscian area (Egri, Rustoiu 
2008). The only possible exceptions could be the Bohot 
and Jakimovo hoards, whose inventories seem to suggest 
some Mediterranean influences; the first one is also 
missing the customary silver jewellery.  

Many of these hoards also include silver coins, some -
times in large quantities, for example 545 coins at Cehei, 
491 at Cerbăl or 438 at Someşu Cald, though there are 
also cases in which only one or two coins were found 
(fig. 1). Earlier dated hoards usually include drachms of 
Apollonia and Dyrrachium or tetradrachms of Thasos, 
while the later dated ones include late Republican denarii. 
In this context it is worth noting that several hoards 
containing only late Hellenistic, late Republican and/or 
early Imperial denarii are attested in the territory of pre-
Roman Dacia and to the south of the lower Danube. 
Their presence has been interpreted as evidence of the 
commercial exchanges with the Mediterranean world, 
including the involvement in Rome’s slave trade during 
the 1st century BC, or of the stipends received by various 
local chieftains (Lockyear 2008; Egri 2014a; for the local 
imitations see also Davis 2006 and Woytek et al. 2012). 
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Fig. 8 – The hoards from Lupu (1) and Sâncrăieni (2).

Fig. 9 – Distribution map of the late Republican – Augustan metal 
vessels in pre-Roman Dacia: small dots: single finds; medium dots: 
2-3 finds; large dots: more than 4 finds (after Egri 2019).
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Though these coins could have reached Dacia through 
many means, their role in the local society, including the 
tendency to imitate and hoard them, is still debated. 
In Romanian archaeological literature, they are usually 
related to the establishment of the Dacian kingdom 
under Burebista and its economic requirements (e.g. 
Glodariu 1976; Chiţescu 1981, 9-26). However, there is 
no archaeo logical evidence supporting the hypothesis 
of a local monetised economy even during the kingdom 
period, and the small number of Roman bronze coins 
found in some settlements outside the Carpathians, 
close to the Danube, is more likely related to the more 
regular contacts with the Roman provinces across the 
river during the second half of the 1st century and the 
beginning of the 2nd century AD (Egri 2014a, 178-79). 
Instead, the identified patterns of distribution and deposi -
tion, as well as the presence of a significant number of 
more-or-less faithful imitations and of a handful of dies 
and moulds to produce them, seem to suggest that silver 
coins were more likely regarded as symbols of status (see 
also Lockyear 2004, 70), and perhaps their ‘circulation’ 
was strictly controlled within the local and regional 
networks of power and authority. 

 

Contexts of discovery and distribution 
 

The information regarding their contexts of discovery 
is quite scarce since the majority of these assemblages 
were found accidentally; in some early cases the inventory 
was only partially recovered, so these hoards are not 
included in our statistics though they are mapped to 
identify distribution patterns.  A handful of finds (e.g. the 
Tilişca 2 hoard) are actually the result of illegal excava -
tions, being later recovered by the police. Only some 
of the more recent discoveries were followed up by 
proper small-scale excavations which confirmed that such 
assemblages are buried outside the inhabited areas, 
frequently on hill slopes or river terraces, but close to 
a fortified settlement or a fortress, which could indicate 
a particular relationship with the local centres of power.  

The presence of burnt bone fragments of unknown 
origin was only mentioned in the case of the two hoards 
found at Tilişca, but these were not recovered (Lupu 
1981; 1989). In other cases, it is certain that no burnt 
remains were buried alongside the contents, though the 
pit was sometimes lined or covered with stones. In 
most cases, the hoards were buried at a depth of c. 30-
70 cm, with the notable exception of the Lupu hoard 
(see the statistics in Spânu 2002, 86-87, fig. 2). This is 
similar to the depth range (c. 30-60 cm) of many graves 
belonging to the so-called Padea-Panagjurski Kolonii 
group found mainly in Oltenia and southern Transylvania 
(fig. 10; e.g. Nicolăescu-Plopşor 1945-47, 21-22, 27; 
Ciugudean, Ciugudean 1993, 77; etc.). These graves 
containing specific sets of weapons belonged to a military 
elite that apparently came from the south of the Danube 
to south-western Transylvania around the middle of the 
2nd century BC, ending the Celtic control of the region 
and leading later to the establishment of the Dacian 
kingdom (Rustoiu 2008, 149-52; Popa 2018, 182-83). An 
outcome of their arrival was the establishment of 
a strongly hierarchic social structure within the local 
communities, in which the male identity often incorpo -
rated martial values, at least according to the patterns 

observed in funerary inventories. Within this structure, 
another distinct social group consisted of high-status 
women who were buried according to particular fune -
rary customs (Popa 2018, 146-58).  At the same time, the 
presence of sacrificial instruments in some male burials 
suggests that some members of the military elite also 
fulfilled a religious function within the society (Rustoiu 
2018b).  

It has to be mentioned that the more common 
accidental discovery of many hoards has influenced quite 
significantly their distribution patterns, however, they 
are worth examining given the large-enough number 
of relevant finds. The distribution map (fig. 11) shows 
that during the first horizon (La Tène D1, 150/125-
75/50 BC), the hoards tend to concentrate on the lower 
Danube basin, and in southern and western Transylvania 
and Crişana. Though this horizon is contemporaneous 
with the arrival of the Padea-Panagjurski Kolonii group 
and the establishment of their centre of power in south-
western Transylvania, the distribution pattern of their 
burials (fig. 10; Popa 2018, figs 4.8, 5.9-5.10) and that of 
the hoards (fig. 11) are only overlapping in this region 
and on the lower Danube basin. Since the practice of 
interring silver hoards was most probably brought by 
these people from the south, the apparent absence of 
such finds from Oltenia could be the result of the present 
state of research. This hypothesis is supported not only 
by the absence of other later dated hoards, but mostly 
by the presence of a handful of silver jewellery with 
uncertain contexts of discovery, which could have come 
from plundered hoards. These include the brooches with 
knobs from Bârca and Întorsura, or the fragmentary belt 
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Fig. 10 – Distribution map of the main categories of graves containing 
weapons in Late Iron Age Dacia; blue shading: expansion area of the so-
called Padea-Panagjurski Kolonii group (after Popa 2018). 



buckle from Fântânele (all in Dolj County) (Spânu 2012). 
On the other hand, the absence of such burials from 
Crişana, where silver hoards have been found next to 
almost each hilltop fortress (another feature related to 
the incoming martial group) could suggest a selective 
adoption of the practice. 

During the second horizon (La Tène D2, 75/50-30/25 
BC), the silver hoards continued to appear mainly in 
Transylvania, though a few discoveries are also known 
from sites located along the main rivers south of the 
Carpathians. During the same period, the martial elites 
from south-western Transylvania greatly expanded their 
authority under Burebista, reaching the lower Danube 
and the north-western Black Sea coast (Ruscu 2002, 295-
307; Rustoiu 2018a; Rustoiu, Ferencz 2018). Though 
very little is known about the way in which their kingdom 
was organized, archaeological evidence seems to suggest 
a highly hierarchical society, dominated by martial and 
theocratic elites using differentiated social practices, like 
elaborate feasting styles or monumental architecture, to 
maintain their status and authority (Egri 2014b; 2014c; 
2019, 119-26). Aside from these practices, the interment 
of silver hoards could have also been adopted by some 
members of the local elites from the south and east of 
the Carpathians within the newly established system of 
control and authority, which seems to have only lasted 
in these regions until Burebista’s fall. 

The distribution patterns of the silver hoards belonging 
to the third horizon (the Augustan-Tiberian period, 30/ 
25 BC-AD 25/30) seem to confirm the hypothesis linking 
the spread of the practice of interring them with the 
expansion of the Dacian kingdom. Though the number 
of discoveries decreased significantly, there is a small 
concentration of finds in southern Transylvania, indicating 
that the practice still survived in the core region of the 
kingdom.  At the same time, a few hoards that are slightly 
deviating from the common functional structure have 
been found in peripheral areas, one notable example 
being the aforementioned Remetea Mare hoard. This 
is also the period in which properly set-up burials 
disappeared almost completely across the entire Dacian 

territory, though human remains have been discovered 
in various unusual contexts.  

 
Discussion and conclusions 

 
The silver hoards discussed here are clearly defined 

by the ways in which they were assembled, used and 
deposited. Leaving aside the ones not fully recovered, the 
hoards consist of sets of female bodily ornaments that 
have a unitary composition and functional structure. 
The sets were apparently made to order, very probably 
by a single artisan following specific rules. They were 
made for a single individual, most likely a woman. 
Only the Sărăcsău and the Tilişca 2 hoards contained 
two costumes, one belonging to an adult and another to 
a child. Due to the presumed ritual function of the adults, 
it has recently been suggested that the respective children 
were perhaps their apprentices, who were allowed to 
wear a similar costume as a sign of their future role 
(Rustoiu 2008, 133, note 83). Only the Remetea Mare 
hoard, which has a slightly different functional structure, 
seems to include some heirlooms perhaps handed down 
within this exclusively female social group, though the 
symbolic value of the silver in the local society should 
also be taken into consideration.  

Both the composite elements and the metal from which 
these hoards were made were deliberately selected to 
convey certain concepts regarding the identity and social 
status of the owner. This hypothesis is also supported 
by the frequent inclusion of other relevant objects – the 
silver coins and the silver or bronze drinking-related 
vessels. The coins were more likely included as markers 
of status, connecting their owners with the local elites 
who controlled the silver coins’ distribution, while the 
sets of metal vessels were meant to indicate the social 
function of these individuals within the local community. 
The iconography of a series of silver phalerae and that 
of some ceramic relief-decorated hemispherical cups, in 
which the female characters are sometimes accompanied 
by fully armed male riders, also point to the social 
connections between the owners of these particular 
costumes and the martial elites. 

The same iconography seems to indicate that the 
social function of the individuals in question was related 
to certain ritual practices which more likely involved 
the consumption, in one way or another, of alcoholic 
beverages. Their psychoactive properties facilitated the 
temporary transformation of the self and the subsequent 
progression of the initiated individuals from the world 
of the living into another, populated by gods, ancestors 
or other supernatural beings. It has already been shown 
that in Transylvania the consumption of wine, which was 
always imported, was limited and perhaps controlled, 
being only accessible to some groups or individuals (Egri 
2014c). This socially differentiated consumption pattern 
is attested by the restricted distribution of imported 
amphorae and drinking-related vessels, which were 
found almost exclusively in fortresses, large trading and 
manu facturing centres, and sanctuaries. It seems that 
the consumers were mostly members of the local elites, 
and perhaps the symbolic use of wine was meant not 
only to differentiate this group socially, but also to enforce 
the personal bonds between the rulers and their close 
followers.  
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Fig. 11 – Distribution map of the silver hoards in Late Iron Age Dacia 
(dots: horizon 1; squares: horizon 2; stars: horizon 3).



Furthermore, upon the death of these ‘mistresses of 
the sacred’ or when their function had ceased, their 
ceremonial costume and the ritually-related instruments 
were destroyed and buried in the vicinity of the commu -
nities they served, perhaps within a formal ceremony 
(Egri, Rustoiu 2014). These objects had to be destroyed 
because they were part of the social persona of the 
owner, who was perhaps perceived as having exceptional 
powers, being able to get in contact with the supernatural 
world. The practice was not only meant to protect these 
objects from being taken over and used by uninitiated 
people, but also to transfer the material markers of the 
owner’s social persona into the otherworld. From this 
point of view, the presence of multiple pairs of vessels 
in the Sâncrăieni hoard could be interpreted either as 
an accumulation of ritually-related instruments which 
were all considered to be an integral part of the indi -
vidual’s social persona, or as the material expression of 
a commemorative practice in which several individuals 
brought them as offerings for a prestigious ‘mistress of 
the sacred’.  

Due to the scarcity of reliable archaeological data, it 
is often difficult to say whether the bodies of these 
individuals were buried together with their associated 
assemblages. The presence of burnt bone fragments is 
rarely mentioned, and these could well be the remains 
of meat offerings. In many other cases it is certain that 
no human remains were buried with these assemblages. 
A recent discovery from Transylvania could point to the 
manner in which their body was treated upon death. 
One late La Tène-type silver brooch that is similar to 
those included in hoards has been found on a hilltop at 
Geoagiu de Sus (Alba County; Popa 2010), in the core 
area of this phenomenon. The brooch bears traces of 
burning, which may suggest that the burnt remains of 
the owner were perhaps collected from the pyre and 
scattered on the hilltop. In this case, the brooch could 
have been collected accidentally with the human remains, 
while other silver components of the respective costume 
were probably treated in the same manner as other 
hoards discussed above. In this context, it is worth noting 
that the hilltops were always part of the symbolic land -
scape of the local communities, serving as visual points 
of reference for the unequal relationships between the 
dominating social groups, whose residences were always 
built on them, and the rest of the community, especially 
in Transylvania (Rustoiu, Berecki 2018).      

It can be therefore concluded that the hoards in 
question were more likely symbolic burials which in many, 
if not all, cases contained only the material markers 
of these women’s social status and function within 
the indigenous communities. They are part of a wider 
phenomenon – the gradual disappearance of properly 
set-up burials at the end of the Late Iron Age, the last to 
disappear being the graves of the warlike elites, whose 
small cemeteries were always located in highly visible 
places, close to their fortresses and the communities 
over which they ruled. This hypothesis is also supported 
by the location of these hoards outside the settlements 
but close enough to maintain a symbolic connection with 
the communities and their rulers. Thus, even if these 
‘mistresses of the sacred’ were physically dead, they 
remained symbolically present in the local collective 
memory, perhaps as a mnemonic means of consecrating 
a certain location, or to confirm the legitimacy of the 

community or of the ruler, or to claim certain lands or 
boundaries as ancestral and protected by supernatural 
powers.    
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Notes 
 

(1) In Transylvania and Banat, the Late Iron Age is 
divided into the Celtic horizon (4th-3rd centuries BC) 
and respectively the Dacian one (2nd century BC - 
beginning of the 2nd century AD), whereas outside the 
mountains, the same period is divided into the Getic 
horizon (5th-3rd centuries BC) and the Dacian one, 
whose chronology matches the similarly named horizon 
in the former region, see Rustoiu 2018a. 

(2) For the problematic use of ethnic identifiers in the 
Late Iron Age archaeology of this region, see Popa 2018, 
191-93; Egri 2019, 28-30.  

(3) A slightly modified model, consisting of three main 
chronological phases of the hoards containing silver 
jewellery, separated by two intermediary phases, was 
later proposed in Zirra, Spânu 1992. For a discussion 
regarding this model and other ideas proposed by the 
two mentioned authors, see Medeleţ 1994, 213-21.  

(4) D. Spânu later abandoned his own earlier chrono -
logical model, dividing the evolution of these hoards 
into just two groups by combining the second and the 
third group identified by Horedt into a single one (Spânu 
2002; 2012; 2019). However, to support this new chrono -
logy, he chose to ignore a series of hoards, or only certain 
artefacts from other hoards, which did not fit into the 
suggested model. Several such errors can be noted in 
his typo-chronological table (Spânu 2019, 181, fig. 5): the 
Sărăcsău hoard, containing brooches with knobs specific 
to the first horizon but also one brooch with a rhombic 
plate (‘shield’) on the bow, which in his theory belongs 
to the second horizon, is not included; the neck-rings 
from the Sărmășag and Cehețel hoards, both belonging 
to the first horizon, are left aside because he dated 
this kind of jewellery to the second horizon, so the 
two  suggested groupings would not be as neat as 
desired. All in all, these efforts to fit the chronology 
of the Dacian silver hoards within a particular time 
frame stem from his aim to use these discoveries as 
arguments for a series of a priori historical interpre -
tations for which archaeological evidence is scant. This 
includes the idea that the local silver ornaments were all 
made exclusively of melted Mediterranean coins which 
supposedly reached pre-Roman Dacia massively only 
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after the defeating of Mithridates VI Eupator and the fall 
of the Pontus Kingdom. 

(5) There are also a few exceptions, an example being the 
Remetea Mare hoard (fig. 5), but their rare occurrence 
does not affect this observation. 

 

Bibliography 
 

Babeş 1983 : M. Babeș, Paftale La Tène târzii din sud-estul 
Europei, Studii și Cercetări de Istorie Veche și Arheologie 34.3, 
1983, 196-221. 

Babeş 2001 : M. Babeş, Descoperiri funerare. In: 
M. Petrescu-Dîmboviţa, A. Vulpe (eds), Istoria românilor. 
Vol. I, Moştenirea timpurilor îndepărtate. Bucureşti 2001, 
745-48. 

Bolla 1991 : M. Bolla, Considerazioni sulla funzione dei 
vasi in bronzo tardoreppublicani in Italia settentrionale. 
In : M. Feugère, C. Rolley (eds), La vaisselle tardo-républicaine 
en bronze. Dijon 1991, 143-53. 

Božič 1981 : D. Božič, Relativna kronologija mlajše železne 
dobe v jugoslovanskem Podonavju, Arheološki Vestnik 31, 
1981, 315-36. 

Božič 2008 : D. Božič, Late La Tène-Roman Cemetery in Novo 
Mesto. Studies on fibulae and on the relative chronology of 
the Late La Tène period. Ljubljana 2008. 

Căsălean 2019 : A.C. Căsălean, Artefacte din Munţii 
Orăştiei aflate în depozitul Muzeului de Etnografie şi Artă 
Populară din Orăştie. In: S. Forțiu (ed.), Arheovest VII.1. 
Interdisciplinaritate în arheologie. In honorem Sabin Adrian 
Luca. Szeged 2019, 355-64.  

Chidioşan 1977 : N. Chidioşan, Contribuţii la problema 
originii podoabelor de argint din spaţiul carpato-danubian, 
Crisia 7, 1977, 27-43. 

Chidioşan, Ordentlich 1973 : N. Chidioşan, I. Ordentlich, 
Un tezaur de argint de la Oradea, Crisia 3, 1973, 97-108. 

Chidioşan et al. 1978 : N. Chidioşan, A. Sășianu, N. Beladan, 
Tezaurul dacic de la Drăgești, Crisia 8, 1978, 27-50. 

Chirilă, Matei 1986 : E. Chirilă, Al.V. Matei, Tezaurul dacic 
de la Cehei, Acta Musei Napocensis 10, 1986, 97-117. 

Chiţescu 1981 : M. Chiţescu, Numismatic Aspects of the 
History of the Dacian State. The Roman Republican Coinage 
in Dacia and Geto-Dacian Coins of Roman Type (BAR IS 112), 
Oxford 1981. 

Ciugudean, Ciugudean 1993 : D. Ciugudean, H. Ciugudean, 
Un mormânt de războinic geto-dac de la Tărtăria (jud. 
Alba), Ephemeris Napocensis 3, 1993, 77-79. 

Craven 2007 : P. E. Craven, The Final Feast. An examination 
of the significant Iron Age amphora burials in north-western 
Europe in relation to the Mediterranean symposium and 
feasting ritual (BAR IS 1605), Oxford 2007.  

Crişan 2000 : V. Crişan, Dacii din estul Transilvaniei. Sfântu 
Gheorghe 2000. 

Davis 2006 : P. Davis, Dacian imitations of Roman Repu -
blican denarii, Apulum 43, 2006, 321-56. 

Dizdar 2009 : M. Dizdar, Željezni pjasi tipa Zvonimirovo 
LT 6 kao dio ženske srednjolatenske nošnje u zapadnoj 

Panoniji i na Jugoistočnoalpskom prostoru, Vjesnik Arheo -
loškog muzeja u Zagrebu 42, 2009, 271-304. 

Dumitrașcu, Molnar 1975 : S. Dumitrașcu, E. Molnar, 
Tezaurul de podoabe dacice de argint de la Sacalasău 
Nou, jud. Bihor, Crisia 5, 1975, 45-67. 

Egri 2014a : M. Egri, Enemy at the gates? Interactions 
between Dacians and Romans in the 1st century AD. 
In: M.A. Janković, V.D. Mihajlović, S. Babić (eds), The Edges 
of the Roman World. Newcastle 2014, 172-93. 

Egri 2014b : M. Egri, Desirable goods in the Late Iron 
Age – the craftsman’s perspective. In: S. Berecki (ed.), 
Iron Age Crafts and Craftsmen in the Carpathian Basin. 
Proceedings of the International Colloquium from Târgu 
Mureş (10-13 October 2013), Târgu Mureş 2014, 233-
48. 

Egri 2014c : M. Egri, Mediterranean wine and Dacian 
conviviality. Ancient and modern myths and archaeological 
evidence. In: C.N. Popa, S. Stoddart (eds), Fingerprinting 
the Iron Age: Approaches to Identity in the European Iron Age. 
Integrating South-eastern Europe into the Debate. Oxford 
2014, 48-62. 

Egri 2016 : M. Egri, The Beograd 4 horizon in the 
Scordiscian environment. Chronological delimitation and 
interpretation. In: S. Berecki (ed.), Iron Age Chronology 
in the Carpathian Basin. Proceedings of the international 
colloquium from Târgu Mureş (8-10 October 2015), 
Cluj-Napoca 2016, 339-56. 

Egri 2018 : M. Egri, Ceramic production in pre-Roman 
Dacia (2nd century BC – 1st century AD): tradition, 
imitation and transformation, Ephemeris Napocensis 28, 
2018, 55-74. 

Egri 2019 : M. Egri, Connectivity and Social Dynamics in the 
Carpathian Basin (1st century BC – 1st century AD). An 
Archaeological Investigation. Cluj-Napoca 2019. 

Egri, Rustoiu 2008 : M. Egri, A. Rustoiu, The social 
significance of conviviality in the Scordiscian environment. 
In: V. Sîrbu, D.L. Vaida (eds), Funerary Practices of the 
Bronze and Iron Ages in Central and South-Eastern Europe. 
Cluj-Napoca 2008, 83-93. 

Egri, Rustoiu 2014 : M. Egri, A. Rustoiu, Sacred conviviality 
in the Lower Danube region. The case of the Sâncrăieni 
hoard, Studia Universitatis Babeş-Bolyai. Historia 59.1, 2014, 
153-88. 

Fettich 1953 : N. Fettich, Beiträge zur Geschichte der 
sarmatisch-dakischen Beziehungen, Acta Archaeologica 
Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae 3, 1953, 127-78. 

Floca 1956 : O. Floca, Contribuții la cunoașterea tezaurelor 
de argint dacice, Tezaurul de la Sărăcsău și Șeica Mică. 
București 1956. 

Florea 2004 : G. Florea, Dacians and wine (1st century 
BC – 1st century AD). In: L. Ruscu, C. Ciongradi, 
R. Ardevan, C. Roman, C. Găzdac (eds), Orbis antiquus. 
Studia in honorem Ioannis Pisonis. Cluj-Napoca 2004, 517-
22. 

Florea, Pupeză 2008 : G. Florea, P. Pupeză, Les dieux tués. 
La destruction du chef-lieu du royaume dace. In: I. Piso 
(ed.), Die Römischen Provinzen. Begriff und Gründung. Cluj-
Napoca 2008, 281-96. 

Garbsch 1965 : J. Garbsch, Die norisch-pannonische 
Frauentracht im 1. und 2. Jahrhundert. München 1965. 

instrumentum Bulletin du Groupe de travail européen - H.S. 2022120



Glodariu 1976 : I. Glodariu, Dacian Trade with the Hellenistic 
and Roman World (BAR Supp. Ser. 8), Oxford 1976.  

Glodariu 1995 : I. Glodariu,  Addenda aux “Points de repère 
pour la chronologie des citadelles et des établissements 
daciques des Monts d’Orăștie”, Acta Musei Napocensis 
32/I, 1995, 119-34. 

Glodariu, Moga 1994 : I. Glodariu, V. Moga, Tezaurul dacic 
de la Lupu, Ephemeris Napocensis 4, 1994, 33-48. 

Guštin 1984 : M. Guštin, Die Kelten in Jugoslawien. 
Übersicht über das archäologische Fundgut, Jahrbuch des 
Römisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums Mainz 31, 1984, 
305-63. 

Horedt 1945-47 : K. Horedt, Kleine dakischen Silberfunde, 
Dacia 11-12, 1945-47, 265-66. 

Horedt 1973 : K. Horedt, Die dakischen Silberfunde, 
Dacia 17, 1973, 127-67. 

Jevtić et al. 2006 : M. Jevtić, M. Lazić, M. Sladić, The Židovar 
Treasure. Silver jewellery hoard from the settlement of Scordisci. 
Vršac - Beograd 2006. 

Lockyear 2004 : K. Lockyear, The Late Iron Age back -
ground to Roman Dacia. In:  W.S. Hanson, I.P. Haynes (eds), 
Roman Dacia. The Making of a Provincial Society (Journal 
of Roman Archaeology Suppl. Ser. 56), Portsmouth, RI, 
2004, 33-74. 

Lockyear 2008 : K. Lockyear, Aspects of Roman Repu -
blican coins found in Late Iron Age Dacia. In: V. Spinei, 
L. Munteanu (eds), Miscellanea Numismatica Antiquitatis. 
In honorem septagenarii magistri Virgilii Mihailescu-Bîrliba 
oblata. Bucureşti 2008, 147-76.  

Lupu 1981 : N. Lupu, Două morminte dacice descoperite 
la Tilișca (jud. Sibiu), Thraco-Dacica 2, 1981, 197-207. 

Lupu 1989 : N. Lupu, Tilișca. Așezările arheologice de pe 
Cățănaș. București 1989. 

Marazov 1979 : I. Marazov, Săkrovişteto ot Jakimovo. Sofia 
1979. 

Marazov 2000 : I. Marazov, Thracians and Wine. Rousse 
2000. 

Matei 2019 : S. Matei, Un tezaur dacic de argint descoperit 
la Cândești, com. Vernești, jud. Buzău. Paper presented at 
the ARHEOVEST Symposium, Timișoara, November 
2019. 

Mărghitan 1976 : L. Mărghitan, Tezaure de argint dacice. 
Catalog. București 1976. 

Medeleţ 1993 : F. Medeleţ, Au sujet d’une grande spirale 
dacique en argent du Musée National de Belgrade (Caietele 
Banatica), Reşiţa 1993. 

Medeleț 1994 : F. Medeleţ, În legătură cu o mare spirală 
dacică de argint aflată în muzeul Naţional din Belgrad. 
Addenda: unele precizări cu privire la observaţiile 
asupra tezaurelor de argint din Latène-ul târziu, Analele 
Banatului 3, 1994, 192-230. 

Milčev 1973 :  A. Milčev, Novootkrito srebărno trakiiskoto 
săkrovişte ot c. Jakimovo III, Mihailovgradsko, Arheologija-
Sofia 15.1, 1973, 1-14. 

Mirea 2009 : P. Mirea, Un tezaur de argint de epocă 
geto-dacă descoperit la Măgura, jud. Teleorman, Buletinul 
Muzeului Județean Teleorman. Seria Arheologie 1, 2009, 99-
103. 

Mitrea 1972 : I. Mitrea, Un nou tezaur de tetradrahme 
thasiene și podoabe dacice de argint descoperit în 
Moldova, Studii și Cercetări de Istorie Veche 23.4, 1972, 
641-46. 

Mitrea, Rosetti 1972 : B. Mitrea, D.V. Rosetti, Un tezaur 
de denari romani republicani și imperiali de început 
descoperit la Cetățeni-Muscel, Studii și Comunicări Pitești 
4, 1972, 221-28. 

Mustaţă, Ferencz 2016 : S. Mustaţă, I.V. Ferencz, The 
Roman bronze vessels from the Dacian fortress at Ardeu 
(Hunedoara County, Romania), Archaeologia Bulgarica 20.3, 
2016, 17-31.  

Nicolăescu-Plopşor 1945-47 : C.S. Nicolăescu-Plopşor, 
Antiquités celtiques en Olténie, Dacia 11-12, 1945-47, 
17-33. 

Piana Agostinetti 1998 : P. Piana Agostinetti, La technique 
de la mise en forme de la vaisselle d’argent tardo-
républicaine : quelques remarques au sujet des services 
à vin de Boscoreale aux Musei Capitolini et d’Arcisate. 
In  : G. Nicolini, N. Dieudonné-Glad (dir.), Les métaux 
antiques : travail et restauration. Éd. Mergoil (Monographies 
Instrumen tum 6), Montagnac 1998, 39-46. 

Piana Agostinetti, Priuli 1985 : P. Piana Agostinetti, 
S. Priuli, Il tesoro di Arcisate, Archeologia Classica 37, 
1985, 182-237. 

Popa 2010 : C.I. Popa, O fibulă de argint dacică de la 
Geoagiu de Sus (jud. Alba). In: H. Pop et al. (eds), Identităţi 
culturale locale şi regionale în context european. Studii de 
arheologie şi antropologie istorică. In memoriam Alexandru 
V. Matei. Cluj-Napoca 2010, 293-99. 

Popa 2018 : C.N. Popa, Modelling Identities. A case study 
from the Iron Age of South-East Europe. Cham 2018.  

Popescu 1937-40 : D. Popescu, Objets de parure géto-
daces en argent, Dacia 7-8, 1937-40, 183-202. 

Popescu 1945-47 : D. Popescu, Nouveaux trésors géto-
daces en argent, Dacia 11-12, 1945-47, 35-69. 

Popescu 1954 : D. Popescu, Noi contribuții asupra 
prelucrării argintului în Dacia. In: Studii și referate privind 
Istoria României. București 1954, 89-104. 

Popescu 1958 : D. Popescu, Le trésor dace de Sîncrăeni, 
Dacia n.s. 2, 1958, 157-206. 

Popescu 1969 : E. Popescu, Tezaurul de podoabe dacice 
din argint de la Bălănești, Studii și Comunicări Pitești 2, 
1969, 109-11. 

Popović 1991 : P. Popović, Fibule tipa “Orlea-Maglavit”, 
Zbornik Narodnog Muzeja 14.1, 1991, 319-26. 

Rieckhoff 1995 : S. Rieckhoff, Süddeutschland im 
Spannungsfeld von Kelten, Germanen und Römern. Studien 
zur Chronologie der Spätlatènezeit im südlichen Mitteleuropa. 
Trier 1995. 

Ruscu 2002 : L. Ruscu, Relaţiile externe ale oraşelor greceşti 
de pe litoralul românesc al Mării Negre. Cluj-Napoca 2002. 

Rustoiu 1996 : A. Rustoiu, Metalurgia bronzului la daci 
(sec. II î.Chr. - sec. I d.Chr.). Tehnici, ateliere şi produse de 
bronz. Bucureşti 1996. 

Rustoiu 1997a : A. Rustoiu, Fibulele din Dacia preromană. 
Bucureşti 1997. 

M. Egri, A. Rustoiu Late Iron Age silver hoards from Dacia 121



Rustoiu 1997b : A. Rustoiu, Influences celtiques dans 
l’orfèvrerie dacique du Ier s. av. J.-C. In: P. Roman (ed.), 
The Thracian World at the Crossroads of Civilisations I. 
Bucharest 1997, 152-67. 

Rustoiu 2005 : A. Rustoiu, Dacia şi Italia în sec. I a.Chr. 
Comerţul cu vase de bronz în perioada republicană
târzie (studiu preliminar). In: C. Cosma, A. Rustoiu (eds), 
Comerţ şi civilizaţie. Transilvania în contextul schimburilor 
comerciale şi culturale în antichitate. Cluj-Napoca 2005, 
53-117.

Rustoiu 2008 : A. Rustoiu, Războinici şi societate în aria 
celtică transilvăneană. Studii pe marginea mormântului cu 
coif de la Ciumeşti. Cluj-Napoca 2008. 

Rustoiu 2016 : A. Rustoiu, Comentaria archaeologica et 
historica (II), Banatica 26, 2016, 73-100. 

Rustoiu 2018a : A. Rustoiu, The Carpathian and Danubian 
area. In: C. Haselgrove, K. Rebay-Salisbury, P.S. Wells (eds), 
The Oxford Handbook of the European Iron Age. Oxford 
Handbooks Online. Oxford 2018 (https://www.oxford 
handbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/978019969682
6.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199696826-e-5).  

Rustoiu 2018b : The functional and symbolic life of the 
“Dacian” sica from its beginning until today. In: E. Nemeth 
(ed.), Violence in Prehistory and Antiquity. Kaiserslautern - 
Mehlingen 2018, 69-91. 

Rustoiu, Berecki 2018 : A. Rustoiu, S. Berecki, Symbols 
of status and power in the everyday life of Late Iron 
Age Transylvania. Shaping the landscape. In: I.V. Ferencz, 
O. Tutilă, N.C. Rișcuța (eds), Representations, Signs and
Symbols. Proceedings of the Symposium on Life and Daily
Life. Cluj-Napoca 2018, 65-78. 

Rustoiu, Ferencz 2018 :  A. Rustoiu, I.V. Ferencz, Burebista 
at the Banat’s Danube. Archaeological and historical data 
regarding the evolution of settlements in the Iron Gates 
region in the 1st century BC, Banatica 28, 2018, 123-49. 

Rustoiu et al. 2017 : A. Rustoiu, I.V. Ferencz, A. Drăgan, 
Dacian fortified settlements in the Iron Gates region 
during Late Iron Age (2nd century BC - 1st century 
AD). In: A. Zanoci et al. (eds), Iron Age Fortifications on the 
Tisa-Dniester Space. Proceedings of the Saharna Summer 
Colloquium July 14th-17th, 2016. Brăila 2017, 187-208.

Sîrbu 2006 : V. Sîrbu, Oameni și zei în lumea geto-dacilor. 
Brașov 2006.

Sîrbu, Florea 1997 : V. Sîrbu, G. Florea, Imaginar şi imagine 
în Dacia preromană. Brăila 1997.

Spânu 1996 : D. Spânu, Observaţii asupra falerelor din
tezaurul de la Lupu, Studii și Cercetări de Istorie Veche și 
Arheologie 47.1, 1996, 39-49. 

Spânu 2002 : D. Spânu, Studien zum Silberschatzfund des 
1. Jahrhunderts v.Chr. von Lupu, Rumänien, Prähistorische
Zeitschrift 77, 2002, 84-136.

Spânu 2006 : D. Spânu, Anthropomorphe Darstellungen 
auf den reliefverzierten Bechern von Zimnicea. Beitrage 
zur Ikonographie und Mythologie des vorromischen 
Dakien, Dacia n.s. 50, 2006, 297-322. 

Spânu 2012 : D. Spânu, Tezaurele dacice. Creaţia în metale 
preţioase din Dacia preromană. Bucureşti 2012. 

Spânu 2013 : D. Spânu, Pre-Roman divinities in Dacia – 
appearances and identities. In: C.G. Alexandrescu (ed.), 
Jupiter on Your Side. Gods and humans in antiquity in the 
Lower Danube area. Bucharest 2013, 13-22. 

Spânu 2019 : D. Spânu, Core issues of Late La Tène 
periodization in Romania, Peuce 17, 2019, 167-206. 

Stângă 1992 : I. Stângă, Découvertes archéologiques
inédites appartenant à l’époque La Tène dans le dép. de 
Mehedinți, Symposia Thracologica 9, 1992, 151-54.

Székely 1965 : Z. Székely, Noi tezaure dacice descoperite 
în sud-estul Transilvaniei, Studii și Cercetări de Istorie 
Veche 16.1, 1965, 51-66. 

Teleagă 2014 : E. Teleagă, Die Scheiterhaufen aus Cugir
und Tarinci: Ein Beitrag zu den Bestattungssitten der 
Balkanhalbinsel und des vorrömischen Dakiens in der 
Spätlatènezeit, Prähistorische Zeitschrift 89, 2014, 305-36. 

Toma 2013 : C. Toma, Tezaurul din aşezarea dacică de la
Tăşad – produse finite ale atelierului sau piese de
podoabă deteriorate, Crisia 43, 2013, 11-19.

Varbanov 2012 : V. Varbanov, Late Hellenistic bowls with 
relief from Ruse District, NE Bulgaria, Archaeologia 
Bulgarica 16, 2, 2012, 59-75. 

Venedikov 1961 : I. Venedikov, Dve săkrovişta ot
elenisticeskata epoha v Trakija. In: Izledvanija v pamet na 
Karel Škorpil. Sofia 1961, 355-65. 

Vössing 2004 : K. Vössing, Mensa Regia. Das Bankett beim 
hellenistischen König und beim römischen Kaiser. Leipzig 
2004. 

Woytek et al. 2012 : B.E. Woytek, M. Rodrigues, F. Cappa, 
M. Schreiner, M. Radtke, U. Reinholz, Imitations of Roman
Republican Denarii. New Metallurgical Data, American
Journal of Numismatics 24, 2012, 133-62. 

Zirra 2017 : V.V. Zirra, Fibulele de schemă La Tène din 
România. Craiova 2017. 

Zirra, Spânu 1992 : V.V. Zirra, D. Spânu, Observaţii asupra
tezaurelor de argint din La Tène-ul târziu, Studii și 
Cercetări de Istorie Veche și Arheologie 43, 1992, 401-23.

instrumentum Bulletin du Groupe de travail européen - H.S. 2022122



Imprimé par Typo’Libris - 02 96 60 97 00 
Dépôt légal 4e trimestre 2022

 
 

Association des Publications Chauvinoises - A.P.C. 
B.P. 90064 - 86300 CHAUVIGNY  

Tél. : 05 49 46 35 45 
e-mail : apc@chauvigny-patrimoine.fr 

www.chauvigny-patrimoine.fr 
 

Directeur de publication : Isabelle BERTRAND ; 
Maquette : Sylvie CLÉMENT-GILLET ; 

Mise en page : Anaëlle CORNIC     
 
 
 

                                                                 

               © 

 

ISSN 1680-0443 

ISBN 979-10-90534-77-3

Bulletin Instrumentum HS - 2022

instrumentum@free.fr 
www.instrumentum-europe.org

https://www.instrumentum-europe.org/
https://www.chauvigny-patrimoine.fr/

	Page vierge

